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Goals of 
niQC SIG

� Develop protocols
� Per use-case
� Based on available evidence

� Corresponding [easy to use] tools
� Reference implementation for peer-review

� Education for adoption
� Rationale for protocols
� Tool manuals
� Workshops



Progress so far

� niQC SIG formed at INCF in July 2018

� Meeting at INCF NI’18 in Montreal – summary:
� Each participant described the challenges they faced (from various 

perspectives), as well the results from their own analyses. 

� Topics: neonatal data, crowdsourcing, lack of consistency, lack of 
public “rated”/labelled datasets (“ground truth” to develop 
algorithms).

� Everyone agreed on the need for standards, easier to use tools and 
more educational materials. 

� A consensus was reached on running a survey to learn “who is doing 
what”.

� Built a website – thanks to Annibal Solon



Growing 
community:
96 members 
as of today!



Community 
status quo 
survey

� We ran a broad community survey 

� To learn the status quo of niQC processes in the community!

� Reached out to over 10,000 members 
� Big thanks to OHBM and MICCAI

� 74 responses!



Summary of 
survey coming!



Plans ahead 
and 
action items

� Curate the responses and summarize the survey 
� to define scope broadly and deeply

� Forming sub-groups per each modality or analysis!

� Running periodical tutorials
� Most excited about this!
� Via virtual conferencing

� Define terminology
� Reuse or rely on COBIDAS
� What is even a “protocol”?

� Define and refine “image quality metrics” (IQMs)

� Get everyone to share datasets and ground truth ratings



Take home 
message!

� QC is not what is just in the image!



What do you 
get out of this?

� Publications
� Each finalized document (protocol, education material etc) will be 

published
� First big paper will be the survey!
� Followed by progress in the sub-groups

� This SIG framework would allow everyone receive grants to solve 
their QC problems



Stay tuned
� Website: incf.github.io/niQC

� has an RSS News feed

� Subscribe to google group niQC


